
November 26, 2008  •  APG News   3

By 
BILL ARMSTRONG
APG Wildlife and Marine Law 
Enforcement Division

Here of late I’ve been 
spending most of my 
time moseying around the 
installation “keeping an 
eye” on our hunters; try-
ing to keep them safe and 
out of harm’s way.  

The other day, long 
about supper-time, I found 
myself on the Aberdeen 
Area side, down around 
Michaelsville. As I was 
making my way down one 
of the back roads, I noticed 
what looked like a grove of 
walnut trees growing just 
off the road. Stopping, I 
got out, wondering how 
old they were and if per-
haps someone had inten-
tionally planted them. As I 
walked over and got clos-
er to the trees, I came upon 

the foundation of an old 
home-place, all grown over 
with vines and brush. Out 
back of the place I came 
across a hand-dug well 
and the remains of an old 
underground food cellar.  
Next to it was a gnarled 
and twisted apple tree, still 
alive and standing after all 
this time. Just guessing I’d 
say it had to be well over 
100 years old.

As I was standing there 
in the fading light, taking in 
the scene and trying to imag-
ine what the place must have 
looked like back in the old 
days, my reverie was bro-
ken by my stomach growl-
ing. Like I said it was getting 
pretty close to supper-time, 
and for those of you who 
know me, you know I ain’t 
one to let my supper get 
cold, so I started back to the 
truck, with visions of a pot 
roast on my mind.  

Well sir, one thing kinda 
led to another and I got to 
studying about Thanksgiv-
ing and wondering about 
how the folks back then 
must have celebrated it, 
what with no TV and no 
football games to watch. 
I mean, what did they do 
besides eat?  

Well, that thought pret-
ty much stayed with me as 
I headed home up I-95, until 
suddenly the thought came 
to me. I mean there they 

were on Thanksgiving, the 
growing season was over and 
the crops were in, there was 
probably a couple of deer 
and maybe a goose or two 
hanging in the smokehouse; 
they had shelter for the win-
ter and plenty of wood for 
the fire, plus all the kids 
were gathered round…hey, 
what more could you ask 
for? I’ll betcha they proba-
bly spent the day enjoying 
each other’s company and 
counting their blessings.  

Wow, I thought to 
myself, what a splen-
did idea…maybe that’s 
what’s wrong with Amer-
ica today. Could it be that 
we’re spending too much 
time in front of the TV 
watching football and not 
enough time enjoying our 
Family and counting our 
blessings?  

Have we forgot-
ten the true meaning of 
Thanksgiving?

Now I know this nation 
of ours may have some 
faults but I sure don’t see 
many Americans wading 
the Rio Grande heading for 
Mexico, or climbing into 
a leaky rowboat heading 
for Cuba, and I ain’t say-
ing we need to go “cold 
turkey” (how’s that for a 
pun at Thanksgiving, huh?) 
and turn off the TV and 
stare at each other all after-
noon, but how about giv-

ing this some thought. We 
live in the greatest coun-
try in the world, bar none. 
Where else can you come 
and go as you want, or say 
or write whatever you feel 
is appropriate? Where else 
can your children grow 
up, and with a little bit of 
luck and some hard work, 
be whatever they want in 
life…even president of 
these here United States?  

Blessings? Are you kid-
ding me? Me thinks we’ve 
got a lot of ‘em here in this 
nation of ours. 

Maybe we ought to take a 
lesson from those folks who 
took up housekeeping down 
at Michaelsville. Seems to 
me they knew what Thanks-
giving was all about.  

Maybe that’s what’s 
wrong with us today…per-
haps we ought to take a 
moment and thank the good 
Lord for our many bless-
ings instead of grouch-
ing so much about our 
shortcomings. 

And while you’re at 
it, you might want to say 
a few words for our men 

and women in uniform too. 
I’ll bet the folks living at 
Michaelsville did, ’cause 
they knew that the free-
doms they enjoyed back 
then had been bought and 
paid for on the battlefield 
by their kinfolk.  

And it’s the same today, 
without the sacrifice and 
courage of our folks in the 
military, we sure wouldn’t 
have a whole lot to be 
thankful for.

Happy Thanksgiv-
ing, and may God bless 
America.

Installation Safety Office

“Adventures in driving decision making” is brought to everyone by the Installa-
tion Safety Office. 

Read the following scenario and then from the options provided, select the best 
answer. The correct response is printed upside down.  

Situation #10 
Imagine, for whatever reason, you’ve gotten trapped into stopping on a railroad 

crossing and your engine has stalled. You can’t get it started. And guess what – there’s 
a train coming! What should you do?  

A.  Act quickly, place in neutral gear and push it off the tracks.

B.  Leave the vehicle and run in the direction the train is coming from.

Answer A. Okay, so you think you’re a super hero! If you have a small/compact 
car, you might be able to push it off the tracks, but you wouldn’t have much luck 
with an SUV. Unless you’re very sure, you’re much smarter to get away from it. 
And, by the way, if anyone else is in your vehicle, get them out, too!  You should 
“leave the vehicle and run in the direction the train is coming from.” The train is 
going to throw the debris that was once your car in the direction it’s going, so you 
don’t want to be near it or going down the tracks away from it. Maybe you could 
even run up ahead and try signaling the engineer. That probably wouldn’t do any 
good, but it’s worth a try.  

Answer B. Good for you! Your decision to “leave the vehicle and run in the direc-
tion the train is coming from” is the wise one.  You might even want to carry it a 
step further and run up ahead and try signaling the engineer. That probably wouldn’t 
do any good, but you have to go in that direction anyway to avoid the flying piec-
es of your automobile, and it’s worth a try. P.S. – If anyone else is in your vehicle, 
get them out, too.  

Panic on the highway!

Commentary: Giving thanks when thanks are due
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